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From December 2020 
(Volume 115) 


“<< | Southgate around the 


1960’s - 60 years ago.. 


December 2020 
19"" December...5 days before Xmas. We are waiting for a breaking news government announcement 


Boris came on tv 11 minutes late. The virus is spreading faster than expected It is now being driven by a new 
mutation there is no evidence that it is more virulent but appears to be transmitted faster than expected. UK has 
more information and understanding better than other countries . 


We must act now; therefore new restrictions will be imposed from tomorrow in London and South England 


Tier Four will now be impose This means that only 1 person can be met in outside place all non essential retail 
and gyms etc must close. Everyone should stay local. Travel from tier 4 to other areas is not allowed 


At Christmas we now must not mix with people outside own ‘bubble’ and only Christmas day is now exempt. 
Science is guiding this stringent action. Slides with statistics were then shown and the Increase graphically was 
shown. This is written as it was announced. It meant (as far as our family arrangements were plannedO that the 
hotel in Bristol had to be cancelled. Larnie decided to stay home with Tammy. We, reluctantly, agreed with DP 
and Binkie that we would not come to stay with them even for Xmas day. Everyone is in the same boat and 
businesses have had to close, almost without warning, after last minute efforts to capitalise on the last few days 
before Xmas. 


We feel that this is now far too much and more importantly far too late. Generally the country seems divided 
into two camps. One agreeing with our feelings and the other saying that hospitals will not be able to cope with 
new increased cases and we must all do what the government says. Lynn and | feel that this is the most blatant 
use of government powers ever. The second that MP’s commenced their Xmas recess these stringent measures 
were announced. No time to vote against them. | personally feel that if this mutation had been discovered a 
short while back there is no way the news could have been supressed and this is not the genuine reason for the 
‘almost’ total suspension of Christmas as expected by the population. | really feel it is government by fear and 
yet we are still debating “but what if this mutation is so fast spreading”. With our environment of free speech 
on all the media one obviously gets conspiracy theories but disregarding these | feel that the virus obviously is 
deadly but if that is the case , the statistics we hear contradict this. Many phone ins say the hospitals are coping 
well and it is the normal intake this time of year. If disaster is foreseen why aren't the Nightingale Hospitals reo- 
pened to be prepared for this vast increase in COVID-19 cases? 


The vaccine is now being offered in ‘risk-factor’ categories...over 80’s first etc. We've had ours scheduled for 5th 
January despite our reservations about taking it. 


Xmas had a very, very different feel about it this year. 


The usual trip up to town to marvel at the shops ,especially bond street and St.Christopher’s Place were not on 
our agenda. Just prior to the lockdown we had taken a ‘socially-spaced’ tube trip to a pretty dismal oxford 
Street. Everything seemed half-hearted. Once 
we had decided to all stay home, we arranged a 
family Zoom. Binkie and DP in Bristol, Lynn and 
myelf here in Southgate, Tammy and Larnie at 
home in Enfield * and Angela with Beau and 
Peachy in Bath (Raoul, te dog monopolised the 
picture here) 


* Our great Ben was again hospitalised just prior 
to Xmas and it seems very serious so it is at the 
time of writing this (27th December) a_ very 
fraught time with Tammy giving us updates from 
a the ICU at The London Hospital 
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After Ben was re-admitted to hospital it became apparent that he was very ill. It was such a difficult time for poor 
Tammy as he really didn't want to go back to hospital but he was so unwell that he needed the care only available 
at the hospital. | made a collage/collection of photos of Tammy & him so he could be comforted with some nice 
sights. He was only able to communicate with Tammy for short periods and because it was a high dependency 
unit the nursing staff could rarely come to the phone to give updates. All of which proved so difficult for Tammy 
(and obviously Larnie as well). Very very sadly they had a call from the hospital that Ben was worse and he was 
too weak to allow them to undertake an operation and they were also unsure what the underlying cause was. His 
anti rejection drugs for his double transplant precluded many interventions and anti biotics.. Tammy and John 
went to see him at the end and sat with him for several hours (despite hospital rulings that this was not allowed 
during the pandemic..but they kindly turned a blind eye to the rulings. Larnie said her goodbyes and John sat 
with him to the end but poor Tammy was too upset to see him like this and wanted to remember our Ben with- 
out the hospital ICU surroundings and this was so understandable. 


We were, needless to say, devastated. Ben was ...and will remain, in our memories, as a quiet unassuming clever, 
dedicated father, husband, son-in-law and work colleague. Everyone who knew him were so full of strong loving 
compliments and John set up a ‘Just Giving’ page dedicated to Ben with Barts Hospital charity benefitting from 
the contributions and the sum collected is still growing as | write. 


Tammy and Larnie are coping as well as possible together and some real friends have shown astounding empathy 
with Tammy such as Sharon Rose and Sue Epstein phoning very often and lending a shoulder to cry on. Martin 
and Maxine and others have phoned and written and 13 neighbours of Tammy’s left flowers and money for Tam- 
my’s choice of charity . Many, many messages are constantly coming in and we are so happy to see how respect- 
ed and loved he was and how kind everyone is to Tammy and Larnie. 


We actually feel quite helpless as we want them to know we are there but we realise we must let them grieve 
alone as well. We try to keep a positive note and to take their minds off the ‘elephant’ in the room’ but surround- 
ed by his clothes and personal memories make this very difficult... Yes, we realise this is a common difficult situa- 
tion but obviously we have never had to cope for one exactly like this and it is so hard to see ones daughter and 
granddaughter being so brave but also being so sad at the loss. 


The cremation has now taken place and this week (on 4th Feb) would have been Ben’s birthday 


Larnie, Jack, John, Tammy, Lynn and myself are celebrating by all eating a ‘send home’ KFC while chatting togeth- 
er ona Zoom meeting.. 


This is as it should be. Ben was a 
happy guy, loving all things 
American especially fast foods 
and especially KFC so this is a 
fitting way to remember 
him..eating, chatting and smiling 
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All together on Zoom before our 
(SEPARATE) Christmas lunches 


| think the smiling faces possi- Ls 
bly hide the difficult time we 
are experiencing at this time 


oh yes...Brexit.. With all the changes and problems Covid has caused , 
PAS ERS EY Brexit was on the back burner. As a major change in the UK status in 
..importance and, as | have constantly said, we couldn’t negotiate ourselves out of a soggy paper bag. The final 
agreement on Christmas Eve with the EU has now been passed and the document is massively long so we await 
educated comments about its content as time goes on. 


Trade will certainly suffer, fishing will suffer and | hope we will be able to retain the financial market in the city 
as this is being jealously nibbled away by Frankfurt etc. We must innovate and that is what we are good at. The 
days of our Empire are long past and many older people still think we are a major world force. They are wrong 
and as China and the USSR gain footholds in world trade and dominance we will become a smaller influence but 
we will still punch above our weight. Very difficult time ahead. ...made doubly difficult by the coinciding of the 
pandemic and the Brexit situation. 


Anyway on with this a family and general Photo History ...leaving politics out of the equation for a while.. 


DP got some smiles in Bristol when he toured 
around the area on his motorised rickshaw... 
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Angela and Peachy and DP with Binky 


Christmas sillnesesses and 

those tense scrabble games 

with Larnie and Lynn. Larnie 

the Santa pixie making mum 
a tray of goodies, Tam and ‘aed ] {fs 
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Locally, the Chine at Grange Park 


seemed intent on competing with 
next door houses and the Christ- 
mas decorations were marvellous 
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I’m writing this in mid January 2021 and it is a very unusual , rather surreal existence now. | felt it important to 
write my feelings as experienced at the time because when written in hindsight circumstances alter the mood 
and feelings experienced.. 


We have all heard that the latest mutation of the virus is much mor virulent than the original COVID-19 and also 
very much mor contagious. We are awaiting further announcements with even more stringent personal require- 
ments. The main problem is many complete turnabouts and edicts, rulings and legal requiremnts are now so 
confused in peoples minds that some folk are scared into totally self-isolation and yet some are still seen around 
in shops and on transport mask-free. Yesterday two ladies (allegedly) were fined in Derbyshire for having cups of 
peppermint tea outside around 5 miles from where they lived. Total nonsense and obviously the media pounce 
on this absurdity. | am only repeating it to show how confusing the situation is now. 


Lynn and | dropped off some chocolates to Sue e for her kind help to Tammy and also because she is low being 
incapacitated at the moment. Yes, we rang the bell and left them outside her door. Then loaded with bagels and 
cakes we enjoyed a socially distanced walk in Kenwood. My leg is now so painful that we hobbled for 3 miles and 
that was the most | could do....waiting for a consultation to be arranged. 


Speaking to DP we hear that he is also being carefull in his social life and Beau has recovered from the virus. This 
seems to confirm the fact that kids (who do actually catch it) have a very quick recovery rate. However..what is 
so worrying is the enormous increase of new cases ( yesterdays figures are... THE UK has recorded 54,940 new 
positive cases of coronavirus and 563 further deaths in the latest 24 hour period. an increase of more than 100 
fatalities since last Sunday’) Since the start of the pandemic, the UK has returned 3,072,349 positive COVID-19 
cases and 81,431 fatalities. This is terrifying 


Look back in my Photo History to see how rapidly things changed worldwide. 


|, as always, am making my Seville 
orange marmalade again (January is 
when they are available) and Gerald 
and Tobs are also making theirs.. 
Mine needs re-boiling as it hasn't set 
(again) 
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Winter in Grovelands and on Hampstead Heath is a 


bleak time of year but with its own beauty 
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From my lovely missus... 


Forty Hall fishing Lakes are a popular walk for us nowadays 
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Many delivery companies 
are having a field day with 
people being housebound 
and | thought maybe this 
was a recruitment drive by 
Royal Mail for their new 
carrier pigeon division 
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| The pavement outside 
rai our house is (after a 
long wait) being re- 
newed and | had man- 
aged to persuade the 
council to put two 
new trees either side 
of our gate. | have 


~ planted bushes 


(naughty naughty) 
there as well (see the 


* win : 


vain 


_ white arrows) and the 

) guys laying the paving 
are putting kerb 
stones round them 

and the surrounding 
area will then be tar- 
macked. They are also 
raising the slope level 
to tie up to our drive 
and eliminate that 
annoying ridge where 
visitors frequently hit 
their exhausts 


Let our children out of the imposed 
Photo Hist 
eae lockdown and back to school too early 


and a mass return of the virus will be 


It’s almost the end of January now. Our beloved Trump seems to have _ their fault. Leave them at home for such 
taken a back seat..well in political terms and we await our new incum- 2 !ong period with all the resultant 
bent to show his strengths. Not a job many folk envy. Ona UK level we Problems will also be their fault. Re- 
are constantly hearing changing policy statements from our beloved ote learning is not a good learning 
government(sic) . | guess, playing devils advocate, that they are be- eNvironment for many.. 
tween a rock and a hard place. - 


Many parents have to stay at home if their kids are not at school and one can only guess at the problems that this 
can cause..financial and social and of course, the kids themselves are starved of social contact which is so neces- 
sary at all ages. 


At the time of writing we are all still in lockdown and possibly | should write how this is currently being ‘run’ (| am 
not sure what term to use) Some people are totally ‘locked down’ in their homes..not venturing out at all. We can 
imagine how dreadful this is for a single parent in a high rise. We are not seeing family of friends other than at a 
distance in parks. Zoom calls are frequent and Lynn is in the study as | type on a Zoom call with her ex work mates 
(‘The Golden girls’). Our lovely Jo just phoned for a chat as it appears that she is still working in the chip shop but 
customers are frequently coming in without the requisite masks (despite it being both illegal, dangerous and anti- 
social) so she feels very vulnerable. (Her doctor has told her she must wait for her allocated turn for the inocula- 
tion. 


As a small point of interest, we were allocated a slot for the Pfizer first (of two) inoculations that we were 
(eventually|) pleased to accept. The arranged second inoculation was scheduled for last week as per the advice for 
the follow up to be at a two week interval. However this was cancelled at the last minute with no date given for 
the second dose despite Pfizer advising that the efficacy was as yet unknown if the period between doses was ex- 
ceeded. A letter to our surgery requesting clarification went unanswered. 


There is talk today of a total 10 day blanket lockdown (quarantine) at points of entry to the UK and as approx. 
10,000 people arrive at Heathrow daily | can only say : look back at my total disbelief early last year when we 
picked DP up from Heathrow that there were no restrictions on entry whatsoever despite many countries being 
rife with infection. Our infection/death rate in the UK is the highest in the world. Many people are saying that we 
are doing too little..too late. Others , of course are saying, equally loudly, that our economy can not stand this to- 
tal lack of public freedom and others (mainly on social media) loudly hint of conspiracy with the whole covid scene 
being a insidious clever way of population control with the normal safeguards being in place. 


Back to a family, local update. Larnie just phoned that an (online) interview she recently had was successful and 
she was offered a really great position as an editor with a company involved with ghost-writing stories and it is 
both well paid and challenging. Her position with Hotel Chocolate is also 
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When we were in South America, we travelled with Ai, a love- 
ly adventurous girl from Tokyo. When we parted we found 
these great messages she left behind for us.. 
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Photo History 9 | found this lovely note from Lynn. It 
must have been around 1960 . She was 
around 15 /16 as she was still at either 
school or college. Wow! 


Photo History © alll _ Letter of thanks to mum and dad from 


Lynn when she was in hospital in 1971 
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We ordered a small table in the shape of ‘Ralph the 


chef’ and the folk making it were such great people. 
Their letter show how the reacted.. 


It was made 24 years ago and we are 


Photo History . still enjoying this lovely ‘special’ table 
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The contrasts in one family.: 


Lifestyle, environment and yet united in 
communication and love 


Peachy and Beau in Somerset enjoying 
the snow 


Renana in the desert contemplating the 
solitude 


Both sent to us in January 2021 


Totally fantastic. The desire to com- 
municate with grandparents and family 
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The end of January 


saw some very varied 


weather but after a 


short spell of snow 


(more up north) we 


‘treated’ to 


were 


some really muddy 


walks plus flooded 


rivers and brooks eve- 


rywhere 


This is in Grovelands 
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The snow was a great attraction in the park but we were 


aware the dad’s were having even more fun than the kids 
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The snow adds a special dimension 
to our neighbourhood ...even the 
roadworks look attractive 


Photo History 
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This lad had it all worked out...he tethered his dog to his sledge and he sat back and enjoyed the ride 


..even the dog had designer booties!! 


The Priory austere in its snowy surroundings 


Meee 


The lovely plane tree outside the house before its brutal pruning and looking sadly forlorn afterwards 
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After the thaw everything was 
totally waterlogged and the mud- 
diest we could remember. Here, 
the fishing ponds at the southern 
end of Forty Hall are flooding the 


footpaths (which were still being 


enjoyed by everyone) 
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what the other one can see but 
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‘MONSTERS’ lurking along the paths 
when we are walking. Often we cant 
these two we both agreed on 


see 
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A four mile walk along The River Lee Navi- 
gation Canal from Gunpowder Mill near 
Waltham Abbey was muddy but fasci- 
nating . We chatted to some guys carving 
heads etc from old logs but not for sale. It 
was only a hobby 
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It’s so amazing that on a walk we always 
seem to find such fascinating things to 
see...and great people to chat to 
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as is the 


z 


| was dying to get home 


| really think this is a fascinating shot 


one on the next page.. 


just to see if they looked as good as | saw it in 


my minds eye...and | feel they both do.. 
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Photo History 


This guy had bought this 
obsolete old oil rig life 
boat and was expecting to 


take a year turning it into 


a home. He reckoned it 
was a labour of love ..not 
for the faint-hearted, and 
promised us a tea when 
we meet in a years time 


35 


Photo History A >» jaw » {lke 


.” Here’s that great guy 
with his two carriers of 
bread..whoopee” 


CORONAVIRUS UPDATE ...Feb 2021...current stats and some personal comments.. 


There have been more than 3.8 million confirmed cases of coronavirus in the UK and over 100,000 people have died, gov- 
ernment figures show. However, these figures include only people who have died within 28 days of testing positive for 
coronavirus.. More than nine million people have now had their first dose of a coronavirus vaccine . 


Over 1 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine administered in London. 


We are getting so many edicts, advice., reports and interviews but if one reads between the lines many ‘so-called’ profes- 
sional advisors are giving personal opinions and many are contradictory and often totally nonsensical. A couple of days 
ago there was a row about EU withholding vaccines the UK had contractually bought . This decision was quickly reversed 
but shows how little regard we are held in in Europe-wide. 


| wrote in earlier books that our borders should have been closed to all but essential imports and these should be rigidly 
controlled. | felt that this was so obvious in order to prevent mass infection. | could see it (approx. a year ago) but it was 
never implemented. Why not? Far more difficult decisions were taken after that. 


NOTE THIS: | write now that there will be a massive UK-wide problem in March/April when furlough payments are termi- 
nated. It is impossible to pay a mass of people one minute to stay home and then suddenly stop these payments without 
any alternative being available. Lots of this work force will really want to return to work but the work will not be there. 
Many will have accumulated big personal and business debts without any clear way of getting out of this totally demoral- 
ising situation. If | can see this coming, surely the government can. What is being done? All | can see is the promise of in- 
creased charges for utilities, travel etc with the obvious statement that huge losses will have to be recouped. Slowly peo- 
ple will realise that their whole new existence is dominated by fear. With little to lose and lockdown causing many domes- 
tic problems such as child abuse, family arguments and loneliness , | can see a whole rising up of political groups that will 
seize on this discontent to their advantage. | can see the major problems coming but | am not wise enough to see the so- 
lution. The obvious difference between ‘haves’ and ‘have nots’ will be the first area of conflict. Sorry, if | sound like an 
epistle of doom and gloom but | feel that | am a realist and this is my personal way of expressing my thoughts. If you 
don’t like reading about them..remember , no-one forced you to read this. 


Anyway..on with my photos and my on-going Photo History as it unfolds. 
Maybe you can even point out in future months what drivel | wrote.. 


| do hope so..!! 


WEE: | am 77 now and my lovely Lynn rapidly approaches her 76 birthday (next week) 
Photo History - so, yes, we are very aware that we are old. We don’t feel that the word old im- 
plies senility but maybe people round us won’t agree. | find, on a personal level 


level , that we know that we are not immortal , so | am clearing out loads of the many files that seem to fill every cupboard 
and shelf in the house. They won’t be the slightest interest to anyone else. | have accumulated so much ephemera / 
nostalgia (many would call it rubbish) that | find so fascinating but possibly when | have departed will fuel the world’s big- 
gest bonfire. (A thought just occurred to me is that if | hadn’t thrown them away | could have made good use of the paper 
for my own cremation.. Not morbid.....it is actually ecologically sound thinking. However it’s too late for that. If nothing else, 
during lockdown it has focused my mind and kept me busy. It also has given our bin men plenty of work. Another thought 
process has encouraged me to show Lynn how and where all those elusive passwords are stored and where everything is 
found on the PC. She is great at it and we find that it just needs daily use to become familiar with how it all works. 


In a previous life | chatted with many of the guys | walked with and most admitted that they, and their partners, had never 
really discussed how the accounts were paid...where the invoices were filed...in other words, how the household ran and in 
the event of one partner dying the remaining partner would, very likely, be flummoxed. Many went home determined (like 
me) to change this state of affairs. It’s almost like the ‘elephant in the room’ like writing a will and arranging ones burial. 
Leave it until later. Personally | think ‘later’ is now. 


This might all sound like | am thinking of ‘my end’. Yes, when you read articles like this 


Yes, the average age at death has increased over the last century or so. But that is because more people are living to nearer 
our maximum age, not because that maximum age has increased. Medical advances mean that fewer of us die as children, in 
childbirth, of injuries and infections than used to be the case, meaning that most of us live into our 70s and 80s. The average 
age has increased in tandem with these advances. But the maximum age possible has not changed: the vast majority of us 
will still die in our 70s and 80s. 


The Office for National Statistics team says although 65 has traditionally been seen as 
the start of old age, 70 could be seenas the "new 65". 


YIPPEE!! 


The true challenges of operating the MindGeek websites, which receive a total traffic 
exceeding 115 million users daily, are at their core issues of technological logistics. The 
delivery of the content is unimportant to the challenges of the firm’s operations. Com- 
pared to YouTube, one of the most well-known content distribution platforms, which has a daily viewership of 30 million 
users, it is obvious that MindGeek is a powerhouse of online content distribution. With their ever-growing tech opportuni- 
ties, MindGeek has even branched out into virtual reality, and pushes the envelope in terms of development of immersive 
content. 


Not only are they further developing content delivery methods and experience types, MindGeek also has access to one of 
the largest pools of user data. Through tracking of user movements and browsing, MindGeek tailors their plethora of content 
to the interest of the user, further boosting views and revenue. Due to their vertical integration of distribution and produc- 
tion, as well as their technological prowess, they deliver tailor-made content more effectively than other online distributors. 


Media Content Delivery 


Internet streaming, TV broadcasting, radio, or mobile devices — we deliver. 


Our Content Delivery Network (CDN) infrastructure is fully redundant, supported by two of the 
world’s largest CDN providers offering geographically load-balanced servers in North America and 
Europe. Our goal is to provide content as quickly as possible to our customers, no matter where 
they are, with the highest quality real-time streaming services possible. 


Our CDNs support tens of thousands of streaming videos each minute, in high definition, without 
sacrificing quality. More than streaming video, we broadcast over twenty television and radio chan- 
nels worldwide, reaching hundreds of millions of viewers and listeners. 
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....In Volume 110 (Feb 2020 (only 1 year ago) | made a small mention of 


Coronavirus at the foot of the first page. London walks followed with both 


The fascinating element of keeping |} Lynn and my walking friends. Page 37 shows how it was making itself in my 
these ‘PHOTO HISTORY’ volumes is 


being able to look back at previous 


world. | used the word ‘pandemic’ before that was accepted. In March, | 
was already talking about ‘panic buying’ ‘ Rapidly, photos of the effect 


coronavirus was having all around started to fill the album. Little did we 


| realise just how this would effect, not just us, but the whole world 


Possibly, a few current facts & statistics here will show the current situation: 


books to see what | was thinking, 


and doing, at earlier times..... 


Lockdown is still continuing and this is now the third (or is it the fourth(?) one. This shows the uncertainty that we 
are all feeling . Only ‘so called ‘essential’ businesses are allowed to open. These include; food shops, vets, take — 
away food businesses., dentists. Schools are closed as are gyms, swimming pools, hairdressers and all hospitality 
and travel businesses. These are really feeling pain. How can they continue to survive with so much unknown. ..a 
rhetorical question. Lynn and | feel that very soon furlough payments will stop, rent ‘holidays’ will cease and many 
will have no jobs to return to. This surely will become a major issue and unrest and financial hardship will turn to 
rebellion. If folk have nothing to lose what is the point of existence. This is not, in our opinion, an overdramatization 
of what is ahead. Today | heard that Holland was experiencing civil disturbances... maybe a sign of what’s to come 


Total cases 4,058,468 with 10,625 new cases 


DP was joined by Beau in their efforts to prevent this 
old oak from being felled. He was interviewed on Ra- 
dio Bristol and they got the support of a team of 
young people to stay in the tree house to prevent 
early morning felling 
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On Lynn’s 76th birthday | managed to arrange 
a family Zoom and it was a really great 
meeting with many family members never 
having met before. The result was with Larnie 


Arnon is having chemo treatment for 
his brain tumour but looks remarkably 
well here with Mallory his girl friend 
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During lockdown | get involved with various projects and it focuses me totally (to the point where Lynn gets frus- 
trated that I’m totally ‘in a different place’) 


This new book , SHAPE, FORM, POETRY, is a combination of DP’s great poems, Larnie’s great poems, plus some 
of my poems and my photos of reflections and shadows. | also found some fascinating paintings that dad had 
done and were hidden away in a leather artists case. DP mentioned Mum’s paintings and | found some really 
good works hidden away in her garden studio. | then totally enjoyed putting them all together and here is a pho- 
to of the cover and one of the pages. Hopefully, when it arrives, it will be put with my other Photo books on the 


study shelf. 
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SHAPE FORM POETRY 


Aculoay tor posse times past 


How tong do your words last? 


Are they longer with rowy chews and seducing age? 


(Or ts stil an evergrees that rejects ts death 
in the coldest of winters? 


Or for hee? fs) 
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Two of Dad’s paintings 


..after it’s ‘haircut’ (the 
plane tree is the back one) 


Outside the house is an enormous plane tree (reputed 
to be the largest in the borough.. Enfield council , in 
their infinite wisdom ‘ have deemed pruning necessary 
and the result is a sad looking tree. Hopefully they 
won't deem ‘felling’ necessary as it is splendid. 


DP with drill after com- 
pleting the tree house 
and Peachy on her way 
up to see him 
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The following pages are saved 
as separate file due _ to 
printing problems 
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